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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON INEQUALITY AND SOCIAL STRATIFICATION
Abstract
	Inequality and social stratification refer to the differentiation in the ranks among the members of a society. The inequalities manifest in differential access to services and opportunities, stratification is evident in the disparity in wealth accumulation capacity and overall influence in the society. The inequality and social stratification within communities differs from one society to another. Th differentiation in the level of inequality varies fork one county to another. The circumstances, the causes and consequences of the inequality differ among countries. Therefore, each country ought to formulate distinct ways of handling the different levels of inequality and social stratification in the society.
Merkel-Hess, Kate. 2017. “State-Sponsored Inequality: The Banner System and Social Stratification in Northeast China. By Shuang Chen.” Journal of Social History. 
The author of the book sought to establish the cases of inequity and social stratification as a result of the economic processes of the nineteenth and the incases of the early twentieth century. They single out the Chinese society and especially the Northeast locality of Shuang Chen. The immigrants into the society were restricted to a specific type of jobs that ensured they were classified among the lower levels of the social hierarchy. Furthermore, their land entitlements were restricted meaning that their access to resources was hampered by the custodians of the laws that governed the society at the time. “The Shuang Chen County of China created a wealth stratification that positioned the immigrants lower in the resultant chain and hence established a disparity between the members of the society” (Merkel-Hess:174). The inequality that characterized the society was perpetuated through the disguise of economic activities in which the immigrants were barred from indulging. The resultant divided society was attributed to the tension that existed between those that felt oppressed and the members of the society that were prioritized by the government for services and opportunities in the economy. The authors note that the cycle of stratification is unending because the subsequent generation continues with the same inequality as it occurred in China. 
Beeghley, Leonard. 2017. Structure of Social Stratification in the United States. Place of publication not identified: Routledge. 
The book addresses the prehistoric and the present circumstances in the US that have facilitated the stratification of the society through unfair treatment of a section of the members of the society. In the United States of America. Its history informs that the diversity of the country in terms of race, religion and gender have catapulted it to the top of the community of nations. “However, racism, gender-bias, anti-Semitic beliefs and disparity on distribution of national resources have facilitated the establishment of the different strata within the society” (Beeghley:27). For example, there are states in the US that are dominated by the African Americans and thus their exposure to economic opportunities is limited. In the same way, despite the steps that the country has made in term of alleviating gender balance, women are still subjected to biased ideas and the resultant denial of opportunities to advance in life. Therefore, the US community, despite its history, it is not devoid of social inequality and stratification. It is essential to note that the stratification is evident in both the politics of the county and the political dispensation of the nation. Thus, as a leading nation in social civilization, the country has to change several issues to attain the expectations of its global leadership position. 
Muller, Christopher, Robert J. Sampson, and Alix S. Winter. 2018. “Environmental Inequality: The Social Causes and Consequences of Lead Exposure.” Annual Review of Sociology 44(1):263–82. 
The focus of the article was the environment and the ways in which inequality and social stratification manifests. One of the issues highlighted is the exposure of the members of the society to lead as a pollutant of the environment. The operations of industries depict social stratification and inequality the ways in which they dispose the wastes into the environment. “The industries mainly operate in the vicinities in which the residents are either low or high-income earners” (Muller, Robert and Winter: 273). Therefore, they comprehend the living standards of the members of the societies in which they operate. Moreover, the choice of the location of the industries is indicative of the management and governments’ thoughts regarding the residents of the said vicinity. In addition to the insinuation of the class of the people that live close to the companies, the firms pollute the environment in many forms. First of all, the noise pollution caused by the operations of the machines are restricted to the low-income places. Furthermore, the companies dispose wastes into the environment and hence, pollute it. For instance, access to clean water in the low-income vicinities is a challenge. The case of lead pollution highlighted in the article shows that the location and actions of the industries indicates that there are different classes int eh society and each are treated differently. 
Hurst, Charles E. Fitz Gibbon, Heather M. Nurse, Anne M. 2019. Social Inequality: Forms, Causes, and Consequences. S.l.: Routledge.
The authors of the article focused on the US society. They studied the forms, the causes and consequences of the social inequalities and the resultant stratification. Some of the social inequalities are the cases of a person of color having lower chances of being appointed into office compared to their white counterparts of the same qualifications.in the same way, in the elections, members of the US society are likely to elect a white person rather than a person of color with the same qualifications because of the mindset. “Some of the causes of the social inequalities are the beliefs of superiority among a section of the society. For instance, the wealthy and the white Americans believe they are supposed to be prioritized for every opportunity in the country” (Hurst, Fitz,  Heather and Anne: 241). Furthermore, the occurrence of prioritization in hiring for managers of firms informs the minorities that they are not of the same level as the majority in the society. An example of a consequence of the scenario of depiction of social stratification through inequality is the frustration among the neglected members of the society. They become less motivated with the objective of building the country’s economy and society bin general. The decline in social unity is significant consequence of the social inequalities. 
Doob, Christopher Bates. 2013. Social Inequality and Social Stratification in US Society. Boston: Pearson. 
The book documents the issues of the stratification of the society of the US. They point out the issue of pervert as a significant aspect of the inequality among the US society. There are specific races that are associated with poverty in the US. They are the African Americans, the Latinos and a few white Americans. “The differences in wealth of the citizenry of the US is the main cause of the categorization of the members of the society and hence the inequality is strictly confined to the economic issues of the country” (Doob:23). The access to opportunities by the identified members of the society is differential because of the entrenchment of the stratification principles and beliefs. The impact of the economic stratification is the emergence of tension between the members of the society especially between the poor and the relatively wealthy. Thus, stratification in the US is also based on the exposure to racist ideologies and economic inequalities. 
Gough, Ian, Geoffrey D. Wood, and Armando Barrientos. 2008. Insecurity and Welfare Regimes in Asia, Africa and Latin America Social Policy in Development Contexts. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
The authors of the book sought to establish the causes and consequences of inequality and social stratification in the Asian, African and Latino societies. The first cause of inequality is the difference in level of income. The level of income in the three societies determines their access to medical care, to quality housing and quality education in addition to other social amenities that every human being needs. The level of income of ua individual in the three societies also determines their influence in the decision-making processes such as electing the leaders of the country. The inequalities I the country also cause the divide between the leading class and the populace because of the differential earning capacity. “The main consequence of of the social stratification is corruption” (Gough, Wood and Armando:12). Th lower-ranking members of the society strive to match their wealthy counterparts and hence, the steal the natural resources and perpetuate corruption to reach a level they aspire because wealth is the measure of one’s value in the subject society.
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Thesis Statement: The circumstances, causes and consequences of inequality and social stratification. 
